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PREFACE 


±  he  TWELVE  C^ONCETITOS  here  published  originated  in  the  months  of  September  and  October 
1739  as  a  collection  intended  for  immediate  publication,  and  appeared  on  April  21.  1740,  printed  in  seven 
part-books:  »  Twelve  Grand  Concertos  for  Violins  Sfc.  in  seven  parts  compos d  hy  M^:  HANDEL.  Opera 
Sexta.  Printed  for  J.  Walsh. «  The  part-books  are  designated :  Violino  primo  concertino,  Violino  secondo  con- 
certitio,  Violino  primo  7'ipieno,  Violino  secondo  ripieno,  Viola,  Violoncello,  Basso  Continuo. 

These,  then,  are  Concertos  for  stringed  instruments  with  a  Continuo  for  piano  accompaniment; 
and  are  set  for  an  orchestra  divided  as  the  old  Italian  orchestra,  then  still  almost  universally  employed, 
was,  into  a  Concertino,  generally  consisting  of  two  violins  and  violoncello  as  solo  instruments,  and  a 
Concerto  grosso,  formed  by  all  the  rest  of  the  orchestra  fully  manned.  From  the  addition  of  this 
latter  the  Concertos  of  this  kind  took  their  name.    See  further  my  Life  of  Handel,  vol.  Ill,  p.  168 — 182. 

In  Handel's  score  the  three  solo  instruments  (Violino  1  and  2,  and  Violoncello)  as  Concertino 
are  kept  together  and  placed  at  the  top.  This,  though  it  shows  very  clearly  the  devision  of  the  orchestra, 
is  in  many  ways  inconvenient,  and  has  therefore  been  abandoned  here  in  favour  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  score  now  in  use.  Compare  pp.  63 — 83  of  the  Instrumental  Concertos  vol.  XXI,  where  a  whole 
piece  is  printed  in  Handel's  way.  It  must  also  be  remarked  that  the  indications  Solo  and  Tutti,  which 
so  often  occur  in  these  as  well  as  in  the  already  published  Concertos,  are  really  superfluous,  since  Con- 
certino alone  signifies  solo,  and  Concerto  grosso  tutti.  This  being  borne  in  mind,  it  is  impossible  to  fill 
up  the  orchestra  erroneously ;  Solo  and  Tutti  are  only  signs  to  let  the  Concertinists  know  when  the  full 
orchestra  comes  in.  In  places,  therefore,  where  the  Concertino  and  Concerto  grosso  intermingle  closely, 
as  for  example  p.  168,  we  have  not  admitted  these  indications  into  the  score;  indeed  they  only  belong- 
properly  to  the  separate  parts. 

The  printed  Violoncello  part  is  figured  even  in  the  Concertino,  that  is,  where  it  has  no  piano- 
forte bass  accompanying.  In  Handel's  manuscript  these  figures  are  wanting ;  and  we  have  also  left  them 
out,  as  having  no  practical  use  except  to  indicate  the  harmonies  to  the  Violoncellist. 

The  heading  on  p.  176,  which  makes  the  first  part  to  be  taken  by  two  violins,  and  the  second 
by  a  third  violin  with  the  viola,  is  to  be  understood  here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  orchestra  of  the  time, 
thus  (as  the  printed  single  parts  prove) :  first  part,  » Violino  I,  II  concertino,  e  Violino  I  ripieno « ;  second 
part,  )» Violino  II,  e  Viola «. 

Handel  subsequently  meditatad  adding  a  hautbois  accompaniment  to  these  Concertos,  as  he  had 
to  the  above-mentioned  Concerto  grosso  in  vol.  XXI,  which  these  much  resemble  in  style.  He  entered 
parts  for  two  houtbois  in  his  score,  but  only  as  far  as  the  second  movement  of  the  6*!'  Concerto  (p.  79). 
He  must  have  soon  convinced  himself  that  these  parts,  intended  to  strengthen  the  Tutti  passages,  were 
superfluous,  or  at  least  might  be  dispensed  with ;  for  they  have  never  been  printed,  nor  is  any  trace  to 
be  found  of  their  having  been  used  in  practice. 

Leipzig,  Dec.  20.  1869.  Chr. 
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